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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GQROUP S

SURVEY OF THE FUNCTION OF MONITORING PRESS
A QP4 A BROADGA P

—L..

Memorandum by the Director of Central Intelllgence

L. ﬁuring the war the PFederal Communications Commission (FCG)or
ducted ‘& Foreign Bﬁoadcasting Intelligence Service {FBI3) which

rmonitored press and propagends brocdeasts of foreign powers.

2. Tﬁe FCC was in the process of liquidzting this agency vhen
its funetions were taken over by the Wor Deportment on an interim
o8is oé 30 December 1945. The Wor Department has requested that
the Dir%ctar of Central Intelligence 2ssume respansibility for
the proper disposition of former FBIS functions with & view to
determi@ing the most appropriate Government agency to monitor
foreign bropagnnda broadeasts »n a continuing basis and make the
necessoery recommendntions to the Notisnnl Intelligence Authority

{Enclosure "BY),

. It appears that this study should be undertaken as a matter
of urgency. The Central Intelligence Group is'preﬁéred to.
furnisn #he steering member of on interdepartmental committee,
zné believes that such a committee should be organized at once to

make theineceSSer study.

L, Parégraph 3> of N.I.,A, Directive No. 1 provides a procedure
by which éuch o committee can be created by unanimous approval of
the Direc#or of Centrnl Intelligence znd the Intelligence
advisory gaard, without reference to the WationalIntelligence

Jutharity.

5. The memorcndum in Enclosure "A" is designud to establish
the propnsed committ®e and give it the necessary dirvective, IT

. =11 members of the Advisory Boocrd ceneur in the draft without

“ﬁgr ASS!EiED sukstantial change, a meeting will not he necessery. It is
. HL 99¢ C1 . STl Tufpy 50 -
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recommended that Enclosure "A" be opproved, and that each

member of the Advisory Board arrange Tor necessary implementztion
by his Deportment,

e ASSIFED
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ENCLOSURE "a" o . N

DRAFT .

C.1.G. DIRECTIVE NO. o e

SURVEY OF THE FUNCTION OF MONITORING PRESS
' AND PROPZCANDL BROADCASTS OF POREIGN POWERS

Memorandum by the Director of Central Intelligence,
with the Unanimous Concurrence [
of The Intellligence Advisory Boord e e

b

1. a. During the war the Federal Communicatiéns Commission
(FCC) conducted a Foreign Brosdcast Intelligence Service (FBIS)
which monitored press and propagands brosdessts of foreign povefs.
The FCC was in progess of liquidating-this agénéﬁ when its func-
tions were taken over by the War Department on an interim basis

on >0 December 1945,

b. The product of the FBIS was volusble to the State
Depcrtmeﬂt, to the intelligénce agencies of-the Wer and_Navy .
Depertments, to the Federal Bureav of Investigotion, nﬁd'uﬁdo;ﬁt-
edly to other departments and agencies. -

c. Since the interim crrangements will rease at the end
of the fiscal yeer 1946, it is essentisl that the ultimete dispo-

sition of, former FBIS functions be determined at ap early date.

2. By ﬁnanimous approval of the Direcior of Central Intelli-
gence and}the Intelligence Advisory Board zn ad hoc commitiec is
hereby established to consist of five members, one representing
the Director of Central Intelligence and one represent;ngreach
member of the Intelligence Advisory Board. This' committee will -
promptly make o detalled study of fcnilities; reSOUrCeEs and_ _
aperctioni for monitoring foreign press and propagendz broadcasts,
“nd will determine whether this service is of continuing value to
¢xisting Federal agencles, Its report will include recqmmeada;ions
as to: ' T
¢ 2. Which resousces, fecilities, 2nd opersting functions

should be continued in the natlisnal interest,
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b, Vhat disposition should be made of preserved resources
and facilities and what assignments should be made of responsi-
bility for conducting the preserved operating functions.

&. What budgetary arrangements should be made,

3. The committee will submit a report of findings, conclusioné
=nd recommendatinons to the Direcﬁog of Central Intelligence, who
will then prepare sultable recommendatioﬁs to be submlitited to the
Nationallxntelligence Authority after sbizining the concurrence
or comment of the Intelligence Advisory Bsard., The Director of
the Federal Bureau of Investigotion will be invited to sit as a
member of the Intelligence Advisory Beard for consideration of

these recommendctions.

!I! ! U Enclosure "aY
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ENCLOSURE "B"

12 February 1946

e oy .

MEMORANDUM FOR REAR ADMIRAL SIDNEY W, SOUERS:
Subject: Monlitoring of Faoreign Propogonda Broadcosts.,

1. During December 1§45 the Var Deportment was informed that
the Féderal Communications Commisaisn was in process of 1iqu;dnt
ing its Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service (FBIS) which
monltored press and propaganda brozcdcasts of fareign powers,
flthough systematic coverage of foreign propagonds broadcasts
vas heiievsd primerily the concern 2f the 3toate Depoartment, it
wus algo voluable os on ouxiliory cetivity to the intell;gence
functions of the Wor and Navy Departments, Qther government
agenciés were served by the product of the FBIS. fTherefore, és
an 1nterim measure only, pending any program the State Deportment
might initiate, the W.r Department expanded its monitoring progra:
to meet the need arising from the liquidation of FBIS (Tab "Af){

2. Tﬁe Wdar Depariment, with the approval of thelFederal Com-
munications Commission (Tab "B"), necordingly emplayed former
FBIS pe%sonnel and placed them on the Var Deportment pa&roll
cffective 30 December 1945; gnd all FRIS facilities, Including
those heid by lease or contract, were acquired by the War Depart-
ment on ioan or by transfer. The Wer Depurtment arranged for the
renegotiétion of outstanding leases and contreets, which now
csnstitute a charge against its current cperating exXpensecs, Pend:
ing detailed errangements, 1t cequired by loer fixed facilities
and equiﬁment owned by Federal Communications Commission necessary
%> continued FBIS operations. See Tab "C" for the functional

organization of FBIS.

3. 1t is inappropricte and outside of the scope of its responsi-
bilities for the Way Department to continue monitoring foreign
¥ press and 'propagenda broadeasts beyond the fiscal year 1946

{June 30, 19#6) Another govermment agency should be prepared to
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continue the FBIS function after that date. It is therefore )
propasea that the Director of Central Intelligence assume N
résponslblility for the proper disposition of the FBIS apd its
reloted Central Intelligence functions and make the necessary
recommendations to the Nationol Inteliigence Authority with a
view to determining the most appropriate government ogency to
monitor forelgn propzganda broadeests on & continuing basis., It -
is recommended that the War and Navy Departments be informed as

eorly as practicoble as to the uitimoke disposition of FBIS.

/a/ BOYT 8. VANDENBERG
Lieutenant General, SC
Aast. Chief of 8taff, ¢g-2

3 Incls:
1. Tab YAt
2' T:bl‘ HBII
3. 'I‘!.lb‘ ucnr
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21 Decemter 1945

Honorable Paul Porter
Chairman, Federal Communlcations Commission
Woshington, D.C.
Decr Mr. Porter:

The Vur Depertment is advised that the Federal Communica-
ticns Commission 1s liquidating the Foreign Broadcast Intelli-
gence Be?vice (FBI3), which monitors and digests propagonda

broadcests of foreign powers.

Systematic caverage of foreign propaganda bro&dcests is
believed primarily the concern of the State Department. It also
is vuluoble to the War and Novy Depertments. In the circum-
stances of these times 1t is 2n essential source of intelligcnce.
.3 2n Interim mecsure, pending any program the Stote Department '
moy initiats, the Wer Department plans to expand 1ts monitoring
TDrogram éo meet the need arising frow the liquidation of bhe_-
FBIS. ' T

Itiis proposed that all ¥BIS personrel, %ithout changé of
grode ariduties or accrued leave, e transferred to the Wer
.DEp:rtment prisr to 31 Decemher 1945 2nd that the COmmisaion-agia
the persopnei together by continuing aperations pending an
orderly determination and transfer of thosé essénﬁial to éon-
tinued opérations. . 7

It is considered important that uagreement ip principle to
the neceséary transfers be réached immedintely In order to avoid
loss of c&ntinuity end of experienced personnel. A mutualliy
satisfactory settlement of the details ran readlly be made bﬁ
rfnreaen}dtivea of the W.r Department and of the (nmmission, The

¢-2 Divia;on will rgpresent the War Department in this matter,

_ - 7 - Tab “A" to Enclnsure "B"
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facilitate Wer Department plens to expand its menitoring program |
in the national interest,
|

Sincerely yours,
/s/ ROBERT P. PATTERSON

Secretary of War
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TAR "B" TQ ENCLOSURE "B"

\ ' - December 27, 1945

Honorable Rotert P. Petterson
Secretary of Wer

Pentagon Building

Woshington, D. C.

My dear Becretary Patterson:

This will acknowledge your letter of 21 December 1945
proposing & transfer to the War Department of the cgmmiagién
personnel who have been engaged in the monitoring of foreign
shortwave broadcasts cnd further proposing the loan to the
Yer Department of all Federsl Communicitions aommission foeili-

ties which have been employed in that zctivity,

The Commission accepts the propasals made in your letter
and steps are belng taken imhmediately to effectuate the arrangé;
ments which you suggest. To this end representatives of the wer

Departﬁent and representatives of the gommission met this morning

for the purpose of mcking detailed plans.

The Commisaion is pleased tnot the War Department hos found

it passible to carry on this important activity.

By Direction of the Commisaion
/s/ PaUL 4. PORTER

Chalrmon

F © - 9§ - ‘Tar "B" to Enclosure "BY
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FUNCTIORAL ORGANIZATION OF
THE FOREICN BROADCAST INTELLIGENCE SERVICE

Office of the Director (6 positions)

Directs and supervises the execution of all the functioqs
2f the service; responsible for supervision of the fleld offices,
coordination of the work of the various divisions and units,
lizison between the service and the government departments which
it serves.

Monitoring Division (5% positions)

Monltors (linguists} summarize in English and provide ex-
cerpts from significont broadeasts being received at the Silver
Hill station. A1l broadcasts monitored are ieéorded. Iméortapt
ones are translated in full, some as part of regular schedule,
athers in response to speclel requests. A Program Information
Scction 15 the Division maintains & complete list of foreign )
brocdcnsts by station, freguency and time, which is used as the
bosis for‘mnking up the monitoring schedule for a2l1 Foreipgn
Broodeost Inteligence Service (FBIS) monitoring stations. '

Publacations Division (74 positions) S

Prepares and issues mimeogrephed 2nd typevritten reports
n 1nc3m1ng broadezasts for rapid distribution to government -
ngancles rgquesting them. These include & daily report of texts,
sumriaries and excerpts of Fer Eastern broadcasis prepared by Far
LCastern Se?tion; a similer report of Europeocn hbqa;cas;a prepered
Ty Eurqpeeh Section; a simiiar report o European broadeasts
ty Latin fmericen Section; special reports in aonswer to guerles,
Tals Division maintains cumulcoting, detailed knowledge of the
content :r‘tne monitored radio brocdeasts of foreign  povers,
54 Bpecicl Services Section serves the Division by msintaining

viles of bhackground racté, noames and pluices gnd serves &s a center

for telephone ond written queries for particular information frqm -

other zgencies.
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Operates general speciallized teletype services to

:’NT(?’(/

interested government agerncies to provide rapidly factuzl in-
Tormation of what is belng broadecast by forelgn powers; recelves
and traﬁsmits to monltors and eﬁitqrs‘tne requests from user
agencles for specific subjects or kinds of informotion to be

monitored,

aimipistrative Services Division {35 positions)

Recelves stencils of repﬁrts‘from the Publications Division
and transcripts from the Monitoring Division; mlmeographs,
collates and distributes by messenger and mail the reports thus
processed; alao receives, records, distrihutes and files incoming
and outgahg correspondence, mimeogrophed reports, transcripts
and recordings; meintains o messenger service. 7 o

Field Organizatior (106 positions)

The fileld stations are located ot strategic points for the
interception and reporting to Woshingisn of foreign broadcosts
not monitored 1n the Washington arec. There are FBIS stations
ot Guem; Xeuai, T.KE.; and Pertland, Orcgon. These statbns
manitor, translate, edit and dispatch by radio and pouch to 7
Washington, D.C., press and propagands broacdeasts of fdreign o
povwers. The London =nd C:iro offices have acaess t2 similar
mntericl mnnitared by B.B.C. ond M.0.I. regpectively and perform&
the sume selection, editing and transmissiosn functions.

The%foregoing functional orgonization 20 the Foreign
Brondeast Intelligence Service is substanti&lly that takah over_
Ty the w:f Department effective 30 December 1945, .It is subject

o cview prlor Lo fincl opproval by the wur Department.
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